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More details can be found on the Blog. 

Trenches and test pits near Buxton Road 

Three small trenches were dug behind the Methodist Chapel on the site of New Hall, placed 

to investigate the building that before its demolition in the 1880s ran north-south down 

from the main house to the main road. Some large stone flags were discovered not far 

below the turf, together with stone rubble that could be demolished wall infill. One of the 

nicest small finds was a clay pipe bowl, possibly from the mid-1600s. 

In addition, two test pits were dug in Russ and Angie’s garden at Orchard House. These 

revealed quite a few finds including a lot of butchered animal bones, a bakelite door knob 

(with both knobs) and fragments of glass bottles that maybe came from the old Speedwell 

Café that used to stand on the site.  

Progress on the burial ground in Spital Field 

The objective for 2015 was to test the extent of the burial area investigated last year (with 

up to 12 burials identified). This year a further two burials have been found, to the north of 

the 2014 site. One of these has been partially excavated but neither has been removed. 

Possible foundations to a wide wall were also further exposed; the wall was first seen in an 

earlier dig, but as yet there is no strong evidence to date it as medieval. Artefacts from the 

site this year have included a lot of rusty nails (again) – possibly indicating demolition 

activity such as might have occurred around the time of the hospital’s final days in the 

1500s, part of a metal dish, and various sherds of pottery including medieval and glazed roof 

tiles. Also, a beautiful flint was found which might be early Neolithic (which would make it 

6000 years old). While this flint doesn’t help in any way in interpreting the hospital site, it 

was a lovely thing to find anyway. See the photo! 

We still don’t have any convincing dating evidence for the site but hope to soon have 

radiocarbon dating performed on some of the burials. 

A drain to dye for 

Two very deep and beautifully constructed stone-lined drains have been discovered on the 

Spital Field, one in 2014 and another one this summer, and to cut a long story short, 

Professor John Gunn (who is well known to cavern owners for tracking water courses 

through hillsides) visited the site this year to find out where the drains lead. He poured 

some fluorescent dye down each of them, and a few volunteers waited on the bank of Peaks 

Hole Water to see the dye discharge into the river about 20 minutes later. The experiment 

also showed that the drain closest to the main road flows into the one further south. It’s not 



clear when the drains were built or why – but perhaps they were built at the same time as 

the turnpike road in the 1750s, or when improvements were made to the turnpike about 50 

years later. It’s clear that whoever built them did a very good job as they are still functioning 

beautifully as drains, with perfectly good water flow.  

It’s been a very productive dig this year, and as usual great fun to work with the team from 

Sheffield University. Thanks as usual go to the many volunteers, but especially to all the very 

helpful local people who have allowed access to their land, gardens, and barns, and parking 

space for vehicles.  
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