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WHAT’S GOING ON 
Archaeology  
Spital Field 
In 2015 a further two burials were found and possible foundations to a wide wall first seen in an 
earlier dig, but as yet there is no strong evidence to date it as medieval. Artefacts from the site this 
year have included a lot of rusty nails (again) – possibly indicating demolition activity such as might 
have occurred around the time of the hospital’s final days in the 1500s, part of a metal dish, and 
various sherds of pottery including medieval and glazed roof tiles. Also, a beautiful flint was found 
which might be early Neolithic (which would make it 6000 years old). The drain found in 2014/15 was 
traced to discharge into Peaks Hole Water and is thought to be associated with the Turnpike Road. As 
for dating evidence for the site, sediment samples from two graves were analysed in 2015 using a 
method known as OSL (Optically Stimulated Luminescence) giving a date of early 1100s which would 
fit with the suspected foundation of the hospital. Hopefully we will also have radiocarbon dates from 
some of the excavated burials during this next year. 

Buxton Road 

Three small trenches were dug behind the Methodist Chapel on the site of New Hall, which uncovered 
some large stone flags not far below the turf, together with stone rubble that could be demolished 
wall infill. One of the nicest small finds was a clay pipe bowl, possibly from the mid-1600s. In addition, 
two test pits dug at Orchard House revealed quite a few finds including a lot of butchered animal 
bones, a bakelite door knob (with both knobs) and fragments of glass bottles that maybe came from 
the old Speedwell Café that used to stand on the site.  

The 2016 Dig  

Will (probably) run between 9 May to 4 June, all volunteers are welcome - please register your 

interest with Angela Darlington amstafford@hotmail.co.uk 01433620281. 

Other Projects 
WW1 exhibition 
This ran during August in the Darnbrough Room with 3 new panels including details from the British 
Newspapers Archive and also photographs of Castleton’s WW1 police constable Sergeant Rose and 
his family , kindly donated by some of his descendants in 2015. 

Newspaper Archive Research  
Forthcoming topics from Kay may include some of these - the Winnats Pass murders, inns and 
alehouses, schooling, work, the poor and poverty, death, accidents and disease, early tourism and 
visitors, the Garland, vicars and the church, notable local characters including Micah Hall who was our 
rather strange attorney at law, Elias Hall who was the geologist, and Daft Sammy who was of course 
the unofficial "guide" of Castleton. All died in the nineteenth century and are buried in the 
churchyard. Not all the topics will be included this year but they will be put on the CHS website with a 
shorter version in the Peveril Post.  
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Museum  
Medieval wine jug 
Identified as 13th century at latest this was found in Peter and Ellen Outram’s garden. Assembled 
fragments are now on display in the museum, conservation was funded from an MDEM grant (2015). 

Garland Costumes 
Newly conserved costumes are now on display in the Garland Case in the museum, conservation 
funded with an MDEM grant (2014). 

Website/Archive  
The main additions to the website have been two extra chapters for ‘Castleton and Its Old 
Inhabitants’ on Crime and Illegitimacy.   This is an ongoing project see above. 
A draft procedure for cataloguing the photographs in the CHS archive is being prepared so that in the 
near future the process can be started. 

Acquisitions  
Recent acquisitions include Pashley Family photographs from Mrs Seyfang, Documents and a book 
from Noreen Robinson, courtesy of her family and a Castleton scrapbook from Di Pollard. 

Future changes  
After 15 years of steady state in the Visitor Centre, the Peak Park is proposing some major changes in 
order to ensure the Centre’s future viability.  These changes have not yet been formally agreed with 
their Members but if accepted will have implications for the Museum.  Local heritage will continue to 
be a major part of the visitor experience and the Peak Park and CHS remain committed to their 
strong, dynamic and mutually beneficial partnership. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Castleton Post Office – a nice picture from around the 1930’s we think 
(Thanks to Mrs P Seyfang for the above image) 
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Talks in 2015 
The year began with a very entertaining talk given by John Whitfield peppering his slides on Goosehill 
Hall with anecdotes galore. Then we had an interesting exploration of local geology from Charles 
Curtis followed by a fascinating talk on memorials and graves from around the area given by Alan 
Atkinson.  In May Colin Merrony gave us an update on the hospital dig with a very illuminating section 
from Anna Bloxam on the bones found. Our talk in June was unfortunately postponed until August 
due to illness but Ellen Outram stepped in at the last minute to give an interesting slide show on local 
curiosities. In July we had our usual member’s night lubricated with ample beverages and snacks and 
there were a number of items on show from our museum’s collection which stimulated much 
discussion and resulted in a pleasant social occasion. Peter Shelton gave his postponed talk on Stained 
Glass in August which was very informative, full of enthusiasm and commitment to the subject. 
Medieval Monasteries came to life with David Slade and was followed by Becky Sheldon explaining 
how we could use Derbyshire Records Office to access original documents and maps for our own 
studies. Our last talk of the year was due to be given by David Hey but unfortunately had to be 
cancelled at the last moment. Angela used the opportunity to inform us of the work she is doing in 
researching the documentation associated with the hospital, also putting the hospital into historical 
context with other major events in this period. This is work in progress and we look forward to the 
next instalment.  

Derbyshire Archaeology Day (DAD)- 9 January 2016 

A number of members attended this year’s talks which comprised eight papers ranging from Romano-
British and Bronze Age discoveries around the Trent, details of Darley Mill and Duffield Castle and the 
Shardlow Logboat monitoring work, but of particular interest was the use of Lidar modelling in 
archaeology (Laser scanning from aircraft to model  topography). The day was rounded off by Ken 
Smith giving an overview of recent archaeology in the Peak District. If you are interested in attending 
next year’s DAD see the secretary or Trustees for information. 

Talks for 2016 – see Programme 
In July we have our Members Night this year courtesy of Treak Cliff Cavern which will include a tour of 
the cavern highlighting the new Ridley Vein discovered November 2014. Drinks and nibbles provided. 
Please note there are NO talks in August or December. 

Retail 
The sales from our selling space within the Centre continue to provide an important contribution to 

the Society’s income. 

Membership 

There has been another small increase in the membership from 2015. The Trustees would like to 
encourage more younger people to join – do you know any who may be interested –  NO subs for  
under 25 yr. olds and in full time education. 

Feedback 

If you have any suggestions or questions please contact one of the Trustees details on the Programme 
or you can email secretary@castletonhistorical.co.uk.  
All members are invited to join in with individual or group research projects. We normally meet in the 
Centre on Wednesday afternoons. Or if you just fancy helping out with the museum, please contact 
the secretary or any Trustee. 
AGM 21 January 2016 
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